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EDITOR RAMBLINGS 

Members, 

The handicapped pairs is under way for another year so good bowling to all entrants. Round 

one in the pennants has been completed and our club is in great shape in all grades. 

Congratulations are in order for the two teams who played in the State Fours 

championships in Tamworth. (see report further down) 

On a very sad note, we had a great day farewelling Ash and Julie Beadle who are off for a 

tree change. We wish them well on their new adventure. They will be sorely missed. 

An interesting article has made it to the editor’s desk and I’m sure it will be of great interest 

to many members. It is a 55 minute VHS tape of the 55th anniversary of the Camden Bowling 

Club from 1994. We are currently looking to convert the tape to digital and make it available 

to all members. When you see this video you realise just what we have lost inside the 

clubhouse over the last 30 years. Very little of the history of our great bowling club remains 

and this is very disappointing. 

Cheers, 

Dennis Crouch 

Rambler Editor 
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       GET YOUR TICKETS NOW 

       DON’T MISS OUT!! 
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THANK YOU TO MAJOR SPONSORS 
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APRIL '24 

DATE DAY EVENT 

1 Mon EASTER MONDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

2 Tue Social Bowls am 

3 Wed Ladies Day am 

4 Thu Social Bowls  pm 

5 Fri Club Handicap Pairs 

6 Sat Pennants Round 6 

7 Sun Minor + c Singles 

8 Mon  

9 Tue Social Bowls am 

10 Wed Ladies Day am 

11 Thu Social Bowls  pm  Senior Singles Draw 

12 Fri Club Handicap Pairs 

13 Sat Pennants Round 7 

14 Sun Minor + C Singles 

15 Mon  

16 Tue Social Bowls am 

17 Wed Ladies Day am 

18 Thu Social Bowls  pm   Minor Pairs Notice 

19 Fri Club Handicap Pairs 

20 Sat Pennants Round 8 

21 Sun Minor + C Singles 

22 Mon  

23 Tue Social Bowls am 

24 Wed Ladies Day am 

25 Thu ANZAC DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

26 Fri Ralph Pocock Mixed Pairs 

27 Sat Pennants Round 9 

28 Sun Senior Singles 

29 Mon 2023/24 State Champion of Champion Pairs 

30 Tue 
Social Bowls am 

2023/24 State Champion of Champion Pairs 
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AROUND THE GREENS 

MIXED PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

Congratulations to Nathan and Gloria Murray. Worthy winners of the mixed pairs. Runners up were 

Dennis and Gail Crouch. Well done everybody. 

 

STORMING WEATHER 

       

 

Friday afternoon March 3rd. OMG. A near tornado storm came through during the last end 

of the mixed pairs between the Winters and the Crouches. Unbelievable!! 

It’s also hard to believe that the next day we played pennants and there was hardly any 

evidence of the storm. Nothing stops this bowling club…..not floods, not storms. 
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ZONE 5 REPRESENTATIVES 

Congratulations to Matt Hooker, John Bugden, Bruce Turton and Bob Hodge on making it as 

Zone 5 rep players. Great job guys 

STATE CHAMPIONSHIP FOURS 

Congratulations to all players who represented our club at the state championship fours in 

Dubbo this month. 

Open – Matt Hooker, Kevin Harris, Ash Beadle, Bob Hodge  

Reserves – Karl Szynal, Rick Staats, Mick Pinkerton, Gary Trick. These guys made it to the 

finals and lost by a couple of shots. An outstanding effort to come second in the state in this 

event.   
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FAREWELL TO ASH BEADLE 

A sad day but a lot of fun at the same time. Good luck for the future for Ash and Julie. They 

will be missed!! 

A big thankyou to Steve Laker for organising this great day. 
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MEMBER PROFILE – BRIAN COOKE 

 
Brian Cooke’s recent win at 89 years old in the Camden Bowling Clubs Veteran Pairs 

with Karl Szynal, was only the latest championship win in his long sporting career. Playing 

tennis as a young man he collected a few victories locally but his first foray into serious 

competition was in ballroom dancing.  

As a member of the Star Ballroom Studio in Bentleigh, which is now Melbourne’s 

oldest dance studio, he found something he loved and was successful at, winning two 

Victorian Championships and one World Championship when that competition came to 

Australia. However, due to the isolation the opposition then was not what it would be today.  

Brian was born and raised in the Northern Beaches suburb of Belrose in a basic 

dwelling with dirt floors and whitewashed walls. He spent his days as one of the local kids 

playing in the bush and nearby creeks. He taught himself tennis at a nearby public court and 

had many games with his father who was able to spin the ball viciously. Tennis was his sport 

of choice for most of his life until introduced to lawn bowls. In his days on the North Shore 

courts, he was soundly defeated by none other than John Newcombe.  

His partner at the time was on stage with the famous Margaret Rutherford and her 

husband Stringer Davis. When the stage play moved to Melbourne Brian relocated there and 

fell in love with the city. Melbourne was his town.  

After his move to Melbourne and the breakdown of his relationship with the actor, he 

worked in retail while still playing tennis and ballroom dancing. It was a wonderful time in 

his life as he was fully engaged in activities that he loved and in a new relationship with the 

owner of a popular local giftware business.  

Gay relationships in those days were illegal which led to greater stresses then normal 

couples would endure. The Melbourne gay society was alive and vibrant with parties at 

private houses and an annual ball to raise money for guide dogs.  

To maintain harmony in his personal relationship Brian gave away ballroom dancing 

but maintained his interest in tennis. He was the Records Keeper for the Eastern Suburbs 

Tennis Association for over twenty years. In this job he kept the weekly playing records for 

over 4000 local competitors. 

When his partner of 40 years developed lung cancer, they decided to move to the drier 

climate of the Gold Coast. Here he played Veterans Tennis and was again privileged to be 
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beaten by a future champion in Pat Cash when he was still a junior. Brian played on centre 

court at Milton which is now the Roy Emerson Tennis centre against noted Davis Cup player 

Mal Anderson. He never won a point in the first set and received a lonely applause from a 

single spectator for a successful overhead smash in the second. Mal took him to the bar 

afterwards and proved to be a true gentleman.  

When the breakdown of his 40-year relationship left him with nothing, Brian was 

rescued by his sister Marg and went to live with her in Rathmines. Here she introduced him 

to lawn bowls.  

In his twenty years with the Rathmines Memorial Bowling Club Brian won 25 

Championships but laments that the Major Pairs and Major Singles were not among them. 

His biggest regret in lawn bowls is that he never won the Singles being runner up five times. 

He was awarded Bowler of the Year on two occasions.  While at Rathmines he became a 

coach and umpire and was the Bowls Organizer. He worked behind the bar and toted up the 

money from the poker machines.  

Even in these days he had to endure prejudice when a letter arrived at the club 

questioning if a gay man can be trusted with the money and if it was safe for him to be 

pouring beer. The directors backed him fully and had total confidence in their employee.  

He gained a lot of satisfaction from helping new players and was delighted when one 

of his pupils won the Ladies Singles championship and another played in the Grade 1 pennant 

team. Brian was one of the first to coach disabled players and was always looking to get a 

new player a game.  

 Coming to Camden late in life to help his sister Marg look after her husband Kevin 

Crossingham he joined the Camden Men’s Bowling Club where Kerry Lowe talked him into 

taking on the work of Bowls Co-ordinator. He found the competition at Camden much 

stronger than at Rathmines so was pleased to be runner up in the Major Pairs in his first year 

with the club.  

During a lifetime of service to sporting clubs Brian has been awarded life membership 

to the Eastern Districts Tennis Association in Melbourne, the Toronto Workers Club for his 

tennis organisation and the Rathmines Memorial Bowling Club for his twenty years’ service 

there.  

His greatest rewards have come from winning championships and coaching new 

players and seeing them succeed. His motto has always been “what you get out of the game – 

put it back.”  

 

By The Scribbler 
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Fast Track Your Game Development 
With Purposeful Practice 

 

 
Time spent on the bowling green can mean many different things to 

different bowlers.  From catching up with mates while ‘chucking’ down a 

few bowls, to specific drills performed to fine tune a certain technique 

and everything in between.  Obviously not everyone wants to become 

the next Alex Marshall, but for those of us who want to make the most 

of what precious time we get on the green, purposeful practice is the 

tool to take your game to the next level. 

 PURPOSEFUL PRACTICE IS KEY 

 
What is purposeful practice? Regular ‘rolling up’ or practice may involve 

mindless repetitions, whereas deliberate practice focuses attention 

towards a specific goal of improving performance.  Purposeful practice 

also involves an element of systematic approach.  Regular practice still 

has its benefits and helps to reinforce and maintain basic technique 

during the early stages of improvement.  However, if you ultimately 

want to overcome plateaus in performance, be more competitive and 

nail that backhand drive consistently than planned purposeful practice 

is the only way. 

The key to success with purposeful practice is feedback!  Receiving 

immediate feedback while performing skills/drills on the green will 

enable you to adopt and further understand your actual ‘strengths’ and 

‘weaknesses’, rather than predicting what your perceived abilities may 

be. 
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The best method of introducing an immediate feedback system while 

performing specific skills/drills is through a scoring system.  Taking this 

approach on scoring the outcome of each bowl you deliver in relation 

to the skills/drills goal, will allow you to not only compare results on the 

day of practice but also over time.  Patterns in strengths or weaknesses 

can be highlighted in such things as; jack length, green conditions, matt 

position, weather, rinks played on, forehand and backhand shots. 

  

 A basic example of a scoring system which is widely used within the 

bowls community, would be the use of the matt length to determine a 

score.  E.g., If the bowl delivered falls within a matt length of its target, 

then a point is scored.  If the bowl unfortunately finishes more than a 

matt length from the target, then the score is zero. Alternatively, you 

can go further with this approach and also use the matt width to 

increase scoring opportunities.  You can be creative and implement 

your own scoring system and approaches, however sometimes the 

basic approach with just the matt and a piece of paper/phone to note 

down scores, can be the most effective.  

New approaches to practice can incite growth, 
development and overcome lulls in performance. 

 

How to start 
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Step 1 – Select one of the fundamental skills you can improve upon; 

Draw shot, Up shot, Drive shot, Cover Shot 

Step 2 – Adopt scoring system, E.g., 1 point for each bowl that falls 

within a matt length of the target or 3 points for each bowl that falls 

within a matt width of the target 

Step 3 – Note each bowls score after each end and document whether 

it was a forehand or backhand shot 

Step 4 – Make session notes on such things as; rink played on, green 

speed, date, weather conditions etc. 

Step 5 – Collate scores over a timeframe you have specified (more data 

will give a fair reflection of your average performance) and highlight 

‘strengths’ or ‘weaknesses’ by using where you have scored the most or 

least 

Step 6 – Adjust and plan purposeful practice sessions to focus on 

highlighted weaknesses and/or technique performing that skill 

 ‘Consistent actions create consistent results’ 

   

(Compliments of the Bowls Academy) 
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1935 Hoffman X-8 Prototype 
 

Built with an all-steel unit body construction and independent suspension, this car is 
powered by an X8 engine that had eight cylinders arranged in an X configuration.  
The X-8 engine is the true marvel of the car. Water cooled with overhead valves and twin 
cams, it is almost assuredly the only car ever built around an X configuration engine.  
The engine cylinder powerplant is approximately 170 cubic-inches. 
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